As a Filipino living in Japan, whether you came here for work or for other personal reasons such
as to be with your spouse and start a family, life can also be a challenge. But as Christians it
is always our faith in God that helps us through any obstacle in life. It is our faith that gives us
the strength to overcome the struggle that comes with living in a different country with a different
culture away from our family and friends. And it is also our faith that reminds us to always be
grateful and appreciate the good in everyone, every situation, and every place we live in may it be
abroad or back home.
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I always believed that religion is a personal relationship between
us and God so even if we pray at home or anywhere we find ourselves in
need of His guidance He will hear us. But having a church to go to hear
mass and praise God with other Christians here in Japan had been such
a blessing. It is indeed uplifting to sing hymns and praises and thank the
Lord for everything he’s given us. To pray together as a family and celebrate

God’s grace with everybody is important to keep our faith strong.
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This church is the “Our Lady of Immaculate Conception” church in Kure where I live. It is in_ Kure-
Shi Washou 1-Chome 1-15. It is also known as just Kure Kyokkai. All my kids were baptized and
had their first communions here. It is run by a collaboration of different communities of Catholic
Japanese, Filipinos, Americans and also recently Vietnamese. So it is also a great place to meet
other Filipinos and other foreigners to make friends. The priests and all the staff in the church are
very warm and welcoming and will make you feel part of the community even if you just came there

for the first time.
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They hold a Japanese mass every Friday and every Sunday at 10:00a.m. There are also masses for
foreigners. For example, on the second Sunday of every month, there is a Vietnamese mass at
2:00pm and a Portuguese mass at 6:30pm. In addition, on the third Sunday of every month, there
is an English mass at 1:00pm. The Christmas mass is held on December 24t and December 25th.
And finally the New Year mass is held on January 1st. The specific time for each mass may change.
Therefore, please confirm with the church ahead of time before going there. They also host different

activities for the kids and family such as bazaars and Sunday School.

So if you just came to Kure and want to hear mass, or even just a place to pray in

solitude, this church doors are open for you. Come pray with us, Come and celebrate your faith

with us.
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